Flo Clucas

Thank you for the invitation to be here today. 
I have been asked to look at the CoR Opinion on Housing and Regional Policy and to look at EU cohesion policies in that light. 
There are actually two Opinions. One is currently being taken through the EP, by my colleague, Alphonso Andria; the second has been presented to the CoR and approved by that body. 
It is the CoR Opinion that I wish to address today. 
Within that Opinion there is a recognition that Housing is one of the key factors in combating social exclusion and unemployment, making our towns, cities, rural area and regions better places in which to live and work. 
In drawing up the Opinion, work was done with Alphonso Adria, MEP and the Inter-logement Group of the European Parliament. 
We were also keen to involve as many colleagues from member states as we could, rather than just those in the UK in our work and the appendix to the Opinion lists a number of examples of Housing and regeneration from across the 
Union. 
So to the Opinion itself. 
I am very pleased to report that it received unanimous support from all parties at the CoR. There is no political divide on this matter. 
Representatives from Urban, Rural, Agricultural, Industrial communities; 
Representatives from Old and New Member States; 
From prosperous and economically disadvantaged areas 
renewal and economic development of our towns and cities, as well as a revitalising agent in our rural communities. 
There are a number of overarching themes: 
1. We believe that it is right that the European Parliament should comment on Housing and Regional Policy. It may be a member state competence, but it has far reaching implications or the whole EU also. 
2 .It is recognised that social cohesion depends on good quality living conditions – as events in the French Banlieux demonstrated only recently. 
3. House building and renovation provide a real opportunity for training in skills. 
The 
Lisbon agenda focuses on increasing skill levels, but these should not be only higher level skills in ICT and Knowledge Transfer, but should be skills that are vital for communities and those who live in them. 
Whether as an intermediate labour market tool, bringing the workless into work; or as a means of enhancing skills in technical trades such as building, electrics or plumbing, housing offers sustainable employment while enhancing community assets. 
4. It presents an opportunity for a constructive partnership between local authorities, social housing providers, the private sector and for institutions such as the EIB. 
In short it is a vital component in the renewal, regeneration and rebuilding of economies and communities. 
As such, it cannot be seen in isolation. Housing is not just bricks and mortar. It is an engine of growth and wealth creation. 
The EU cannot constantly ignore the concerns of EU citizens regarding housing as a major element in the growth and productivity agenda. Decent housing is fundamental to competitiveness. Without good-quality housing we cannot attract and retain workers, resulting in economic decline. 
The focus of cohesion policy shies away from contact with housing, yet many areas of EU responsibility affect housing issues. 
Urban environment; 
Energy efficiency; 
Renewable energies; 
Noise pollution; 
Health; 
Internal market in services and competition. 
So, we recommend: 
Training for urban planners and local people should be provided to give skills needed to improve their housing areas, to develop green spaces, to improve energy efficiency and help neighbourhoods in decline; 
How many jobs could be created by training those without work to insulate and improve our homes? How much energy could be saved? Lower carbon emissions could mitigate climate change. Making neighbourhoods attractive encourages inward investment and community cohesion; 
We believe that priority should be given to re use of derelict sites and reclamation of brownfield land to maintain more compact cities and prevent urban sprawl and encroachment into rural communities; 
We want to see created a Europe-wide network to capitalise on good practice in the use of intelligent energy in housing and in energy efficiency education for residents; 
Better recognition of the role of housing associations – their flexibility and direct relationship with communities  which enables them to provide solutions which best fit the needs of residents; 
Set up PPPs to exploit derelict areas and provide a means to rehabilitate run down multi occupancy accommodation; 
Make wider use of specialist financial engineering scheme such as Jessica ( Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City Areas), backed by the European Commission, European Investment Bank and the Council of Europe Development Bank, to promote effective housing policies. 
We are also pleased that the Commission has highlighted the role of social housing in implementing social cohesion and fundamental rights in a recent policy paper on social services of general interest. 
And, I understand that at the Ministerial Summit in 
Leipzig on 24/25 th May, the Charter that is currently in draft will have housing as a feature within it 
Europe faces some difficult decisions in the next few years. Decisions on: 
falling birth rates, demographic change and an ageing population; 
the energy gap; 
climate change; 
mass migration of peoples and homelessness. 
And, our ability to grow sufficiently to meet the needs of our citizens. 
In every one of these areas, housing plays a significant role. But more than that, housing often defines: 
Who we are 
Our social status 
Financial means 
Employment prospects 
Education 
Health 
Vulnerability to crime 
Transport needs 
It is therefore inconceivable that housing should not feature in regional and cohesion policy. The CoR Opinion proposes that housing should no longer be seen as a add on policy, solely the prerogative of the member state, but an integral part of the drive for prosperity, opportunity and sustainable communities. 
What we argue for is a holistic approach to problems of deprivation, poverty and poor housing. 
Communities are where people gather for 
Work 
Leisure 
Education 
Cultural activities 
Sport 
And where there is a critical mass of facilities, such as 
Universities and research centres 
Health facilities 
Major Transport links 
But none of that matters if there is no affordable housing or poor quality accommodation for the majority of residents. 
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